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LECHTENBERG IS
STATE CHAMPION!

Leah Lechtenberg brings
home a gold medal in the shot
put from the state track meet.
Kelsey Heins placed fourth.
Relay has personal best time.
Snitker and Kruckenberg perform well for boys as Sntiker
ties for eighth in shot.
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Members of the class of 2008 receive scholarships, department awards

Memorial Day Service
to be held Monday at
St. Paul

The annual Memorial
Day program will be held
Monday, May 26 at 10 a.m.
Gary Catterson, pastor of
Community Presbyterian
Church here, will be the
speaker in the fellowship
hall of St. Paul Lutheran
Church. The High School
Band, under the direction
of Shauna Marie Johnsen,
will also participate in the
program. Leigh Rekow
will serve as master of ceremonies and Pastor Steve
Brackett will give the open
and closing prayers. Following the service, a gun salute and the playing of taps
will be held in the church
parking lot. The Avenue of
Flags will be put up in the
Postville Cemetery Friday
night, May 23 at 6 p.m. All
volunteers would be greatly
appreciated.

Residential garbage
pickup to be Thursday

Residential
garbage
pickup in the City of Postville will be on Thursday,
May 29th, due to the Memorial Day holiday

Dollars for Scholars scholarship recipients

The following members of the Class of 2008, who will graduate Sunday afternoon at the Fine Arts Center, received
Dollars for Scholars scholarships at the Honors Reception last week. They are (front, left to right) Kyle Brock, Isaiah
Bartlein, Santiago Cordero, Mitchell Schultz, Ethan Snitker, Casie Miner, Jennifer Billmeyer, Iryna Galchenko. Row
two: Marta Masnyk, Samantha Koenig, Iryna Galchenko, Karli Miller, Kristine Horns, Michelle Severson, Barbara
McMullan and Alayna Schutte. In back are Kala Henning, Leah Lechtenberg, Tiffany Hartley, Tricia Gunderson, Abby
Johnson, Cindy Enyart and Anna Ash.
On Wednesday evening, May 14, family and friends gathered at The Fine Arts and Civic Center to celebrate with the
Class of 2008 as they were presented with awards and recognized for their accomplishments.
Thanks to the generous donations of nearly 300 individuals and businesses, each of the 25 applicants received awards
ranging from $400 to $450 each. Those students who volunteered their time at the Pancake Breakfast and/or the Phone-Athon, received the larger scholarships.

The Clayton County
Courthouse and Office
Building will be closed
Monday May 26th, in observance of the Memorial
Day Holiday.

Commencement
Exercises are
Sunday, May 25 at
2:30 p. m. in the
Fine Arts Center

Part of the BIRDNOW DEALERSHIPS
in Monona, Fayette, Cascade, Jesup,
Oelwein & Independence.
Buick, Pontiac, Cadillac, Ford, Lincoln &
Mercury available at our Oelwein location.

We’re Here
to Serve You!

And We’re Only
10 Minutes Away!
See us for all your
full auto service &
body shop needs.

Open 6 days a week.
Monday-Friday
7am-5pm and
Saturday 7am-Noon.

Check
www.BIRDNOW.com
or call Toll Free
1.888.BIRDNOW
(247-3669) for inventory &
more information or
stop by our Dealership!
You’ve got to get to our
place, you’ll like the
way we treat you!

Dollars for Scholars
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Postville begins the healing process following last week’s Immigration raid

Courthouse closing
for Memorial Day

Monona
563-539-2061

Seniors receiving Dollars for Scholars scholarships were:
Kyle Brock, Santiago, Cordero, Anna Ash, Isaiah Bartlein,
Jennifer Billmeyer, Cindy Enyart, Iryna Galchenko, Tricia
Gunderson, Tiffany Hartley, Kala Henning, Kristine Horns,
Abigail Johnson, Samantha Koenig, Leah Lechtenberg, Cory
Martie, Marta Masnyk, Barbara McMullan, Karli Miller, Casie
Miner, Katelyn Plaht, Wendy Razam, Mitchell Schultz, Alayna
Schutte, Michelle Severson and Ethan Snitker.
The following monetary awards were also presented:

McElroy Scholarship ($1,000), Alayna Schutte; W. C. McNeil
Scholarships ($900 each), FreedomBank, Anna Ash and Casie
Miner; FreedomBank Scholarships ($1000 each), Cindy Enyart, Tricia Gunderson and Barbara McMullan; Citizens State
Bank Scholarships ($500 each), Jennifer Billmeyer, Ethan Snitker; Frances Capper Scholarship ($500), Leah Lechtenberg;
Darwin Fritz Memorial Scholarship ($500), Marta Masnyk;
Dorothy Holmes Scholarships ($300) each, Isaiah Bartlein and
Kristine Horns; Lions Club Scholarships ($300 each), Abby
Johnson and Mitchell Schultz; Arlin Falck Foundation Scholarship ($1300) Karli Miller; Betty Hoth Kostman Scholarship
($500), Samantha Koenig; Postville Education Association
($250), Tiffany Hartley; Allamakee County EMS Association
Scholarship, Katelyn Plaht; Schroeder Insurance Scholarship
($300) Santiago Cordero; Nightcrawlers Forever Scholarships
($250), Alayna Schutte and Michelle Severson; Pheasants Forever (In honor of Marlin Swenson, $350), Alayna Schutte; Ida
Olson/ Bernice Ball Nursing Scholarship ($500), Kala Henning.
Other scholarships awarded were: Kozelka Family Education Fund ($2500, one boy and one girl, renewable for second year) Mitchell Schultz and Casie Miner; Masonic Lodge
Scholarship ($200), Tricia Gunderson; P. E. O. Scholarships
($300) Anna Ash and Casie Miner; Amvets Scholarship
($300), Samantha Koenig; Gary Simmons Jr. Track Scholarship, ($250), Ethan Snitker; Orville J. Harnack Scholarship,
($500), Santiago Cordero; Richard Knutson Scholarship
($350), Karli Miller; Bradley Brainard Memorial Scholarship
($1000) Alayna Schutte; ACE Communications Scholarship,
($1000), Alayna Schutte; Robert C. Byrd Scholarship ($1500),
Barbara McMullan; Christina Hixson Scholarship, ($10,000),
Cindy Enyart; Forest Mills United Methodist, Kyle Brock;
Iowa State Troopers Association Scholarship ($1000), Kyle
Brock. The scholarships listed above were awarded outside of
Dollars for Scholars and were determined by other criteria.
Scholastic awards (3.0 GPA for four years of high school)

Solidarity and caring

The red ribbon tied to the street light pole on the corner
of Lawler and Reynolds Streets is a symbol of the caring
atmosphere the entire community of Postville has shown
since the immigration raid held at Agriprocessors last
week. As the sign in front of the Wishing Well indicates, all
businesses in Postville are open for business as usual.

With red ribbons tied to the street lamp posts as well as to
the entrance of St. Bridget Catholic Church, it is obvious that
the community of Postville has once again banded together to
show its solidarity in the time of need. Following last Monday’s raid by Immigration and Customs Enforcement officials
(I. C. E.) at Agriprocessors, hundreds of Hispanics took refuge
at St. Bridget Church where they felt safe.
The federal raid which took place last Monday was the
largest such operation in one location in Iowa and perhaps, in
the nation. Initially, the women workers were taken to county
jails and the men were taken to a temporary detention center at
the National Cattle Congress in Waterloo.
I.C.E. agents, who entered Agriprocessors with nearly 700
arrest warrants for plant employees, actually arrested nearly
400 workers. The complaints charged aggravated identify
theft, fraudulent use of Social Security numbers and other
crimes. Although the plant has been running on a limited basis
since Tuesday, it shut down temporarily after the raid on Monday. Those employees of the facility with proper documentation were taken to the cafeteria along with those who had no
paperwork. Those working legally, however, had to produce
their paperwork before being released. Workers who were arrested were put on Homeland Security Buses and transported
to Waterloo. Federal judges and other court officials were relocated to Waterloo to handle court appearances. Forty-four
workers were released under supervision mostly because they
are primary care givers to children.
Governor Chet Culver, who had been warned of the impending raid, said in a released statement, “I believe it is important that we crack down on illegal immigration.” He added,
he wants the government to crack down on those who are
responsible for making it happen; those who knowingly hire

illegal immigrants and anyone who has taken advantage of
employees.
U. S. Representative Bruce Braley said his immediate concern was for the families and seeing if federal authorities bring
any charges against the employer.
The American Civil Liberties Union of Iowa condemned
the raid, saying those arrested were not getting proper legal
counsel and were being rushed through legal proceedings.
After a ten minute court appearance the first ten men to face
charges, were led away by U. S. Marshals. Preliminary hearings, it was noted, will be held May 28 in Cedar Rapids.
Meanwhile, the area religious leaders, especially at St
Bridget Church here, have done everything in their power to
get relief to those affected by the raid. Workers have offered
financial aid and other support to those directly affected by
the raid. Support has included food, clothing and much more
as hundreds of frightened immigrants spent several nights on
cots and in the pews at St. Bridget’s church. As St. Bridget’s
was filled to overflowing, many more immigrants were housed
at Community Presbyterian Church as well. Bishop Steve
Ullestad, of the American Lutheran Church, who graduated
from Postville High School in 1971 while his father was Pastor at St. Paul Lutheran Church, questioned the impact of the
raid as it affected the entire community.
Archbishop Jerome Hanus of the Archdiocese of Dubuque
spoke to an overflow crowd at St. Bridget Church Saturday.
He said, “The need for immigration reform is very evident.”
He asked that officials more adequately address the demand

Impact of Immigration Raid

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

EMT courses starting this fall! Postville Ambulance Service looking for more volunteers
Looking to help your community? To make a difference when a disaster strikes - be it a car
accident, or heart attack, or diabetic emergency? Want to be able to handle emergencies calmly
and confidently? Be ready for when your friends or family get sick or injured?
Across the City of Postville, there are thousands of people that rely on a few volunteers
to answer their emergency calls every single day. When you need help, men and women of
all ages and backgrounds, join together to respond to your emergency. In many cases, those
responding didn’t have any medical training prior to taking the EMT course. They are normally
students or housewives, technicians or teachers, accountants or truck drivers, but when the radio
sounds, they become a team of dedicated volunteer EMT professionals.
To become part of the Ambulance personnel, call Postville Ambulance Service at
563-864-7250 or Dave Palas, Postville Crew Chief, at 563-864-7459. Classes for the EMTBasic and First Responders are starting this fall in the local area. Financial assistance can be
available to help defray course expenses. Once certified, a stipend is paid for all ambulance
responses.

Dedicated volunteers

These members of the Postville Ambulance Service are on-call on a regular basis to
care for the needs of those requiring medical attention. More volunteers are needed to
make the service run smoothly. Volunteers who give generously of their time to care for
the needs of our residents are (front) Mindy Ixen, Amy Everman, Kerris Dillon and Kristi
Brockway. In back are Alex Popenhagen, Bob Reierson, Milo Sebastian, Dave Palas, Randy Plaht and Jeff Bohr.
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Area
Agri Raid
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He said, “The need for immigration reform is very evident.” He asked that ofﬁcials
more adequately address the
demand for labor and the inadequacies of our present immigration policies. “Some of
the weakest members among
us are bearing the brunt of the
suffering, while legislators
and other leaders, have failed
to give the issue any priority,”
he said.
Along with providing
food and shelter for the immigrants, the church has provided a constant source of
support for immigrants and
their families. Since the raid,
St. Bridget’s has provided information to Hispanics. A list
of detainees is posted at the
entrance to the church.
Church leaders, immigrants and community members who participated in a

www.postvillenewspaper.com

prayer service, all had the
same goal in mind: The wellbeing of those affected and
the healing of the community.
The town of Postville, those
participating said, has been
invaded by its own government and stands to lose one
third to one half of its population. Dozens of families must
get the passports and citizenship applications required by
the Mexican government before their children who were
born in America are allowed
to live and attend school
there. The requirements in
Guatemala, are a little less
stringent but many of same
steps are necessary for them
as well.
In some instances children went as long as 72 hours
without seeing their parents,
not knowing or understanding where they were. Religious leaders are working
with the Postville residents
to help them recover both
physically, spiritually and

FOR SALE

emotionally from the raid’s
impact. School leaders, too,
including elementary middle
school principal Chad Wahls
and guidance counselor Ron
Wahls, have worked with
families to help them feel
safe in the school environment. After nearly 150 children were absent from school
on Tuesday, almost all children had returned to school
by week’s end.
Postville Mayor Robert
Penrod, in a public statement, said the City supports
the Hispanic Community and
Agriprocessors. The City ofﬁce released the following
statement on Friday, May 17:
The City of Postville is taking
a proactive role in utilizing all
resources available to support
the welfare and safety of all
its residents within our community. We are doing our best
to serve and support the organizations and entities providing aid to people in need. We
are maintaining law and order

during these difﬁcult times.
We encourage residents
to return to their homes and
move forward as a community together. Anyone wishing
to donate funds to the “City
of Postville Relief Fund” may
drop off or send to: Citizens
State Bank, 100 N Lawler, P.
O. Box 190, Postville, Iowa
52162 or FreedomBank, 135
W. Tilden, P. O. Box 130,
Postville, Iowa, 52162.
In response to the humanitarian needs of families disrupted by the recent ICE raid,
the Postville Diversity Council is asking those interested
in making monetary donations to please send them to:
St. Bridget’s Hispanic Ministry, PO Box 369. Postville, IA
52162
The Postville Chamber of
Commerce has also responded to the recent Worksite
Enforcement Action that occurred this past week. Their
statement is as follows: Contrary to several media reports,

area businesses are continuing
to serve their customers. The
businesses along main street
remain open for business as
usual. Many in the business
community have taken an active role in supporting those
in need at this time.
The city is taking a proactive role in using all available
resources including contacting the Governor, US Senators and Representatives, and
the US District Attorney’s
ofﬁce. The city has made
several contacts regarding
ﬁnding an additional labor
force to provide the least disruption to the community and
Agriprocessors.
The Postville Chamber
of Commerce supports these
proactive efforts and will
continue to rely on the people,
the city, and the industries of
this community.
Sincerely,
Postville Chamber of
Commerce, Christina Drahos, President

Dollars for Scholars

All-State.
Department Awards are as
follows: agriculture, Mitchell
Schultz; Athletes of the Year,
Leah Lechtenberg and Mitchell Schultz; Band, Alayna
Schutte; Business, Mitchell
Schultz; English, Cindy Enyart and Casie Miner; FCCLA, Katelyn Plaht; FCS,
Tiffany Hartley; FFA, Casie
Miner; Mathematics, Barbara
McMullan; News Staff, Marta Masnyk and Casie Miner;
Physical Education, Leah
Lechtenberg and Mitchell
Schultz; Science, Barbara mcMullan, Casie Miner; Social
Science, Tricia Gunderson;
Spanish, Barbara McMullan,
Karli Miller, Casie Miner;
Sportsmanship
(Athletes),
Casie Miner, Ethan Snitker
and Santiago Cordero and Vocal Music, Cindy Enyart. The
Bernie Saggau Award went to

Barbara McMullan.
Elise Martins and Betsy
Shea presented Volunteer
Cords to be worn with their
graduation gowns to: Anna
Ash, Jennifer Billmeyer, Cindy Enyart, Iryna Galchenko,
Tricia Gunderson, Tiffany
Hartley, Kala Henning,
Kristine Horns, Samantha
Koenig, Marta Masnyk, Karli Miller, Casie Miner, Katelyn Plaht, Mitchell Schultz,
Alayna Schutte, Michelle
Severson, Ethan Snitker, Korey Snitker.
The American Legion
Boys State Award went to
Jason Mueller and Kelsey
Heins was the recipient of the
American Legion Girls State
Awarad.
New members inducted
into the National Honor Society were Christina Converse,
Stuart Gelo, Austin Hangartner, Marianna Vega, Kelsey
Heins and William Toj.
Following the ceremony,
students and their families
and friends enjoyed refreshments at a reception hosted
by FCCLA and their advisor
Cici Mueller.
More photos from the
Honors reception may be
found on pages 8 and 9 of
today’s paper. The remainder
of the photos will be featured
in the upcoming issues of the
paper. The May 28 issue of
the paper will also feature
photos taken at commencement exercises.

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Scholastic awards (3.0 GPA
for four years of high school)
went to: Anna Ash, Jennifer
Billmeyer, Santiago Cordero, Mark Donlon, Cindy Enyart, Tricia Gunderson, Tiffany Hartley, Kala Henning,
Kristine Horns, Samantha
Koenig, Leah Lechtenberg,
Marta Masnyk, Barbara McMullan, Karli Miller, Casie
Miner, Katelyn Plaht, Mitchell Schultz, Alayna Schutte
and Ethan Snitker.
The Principal’s Leadership Award was presented
to Barbara McMullan. McMullan was also given the
KWWL Best of Class Award
and the Iowa State Bar Association Award.McMullan
was also named Academic

1996 KIT COMPANION 5TH WHEEL
29-1/2 FOOT W/SLIDE OUT
Can be see at Gary’s Automotive in Lansing
Call 563-538-4533 or 563-380-2422 - Leave Message
Gary’s Automotive 563-538-4970

Clayton County Recycling

Will Be
Closed

Saturday, May 24 &
Monday, May 26

in observance of the
Memorial Day Holiday
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Agent Orange Update
On Thursday, May 8, the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit unfortunately
reversed the decision of the
U.S. Court of Appeals for
Veterans Claims in Haas vs.
Peake. The U.S. Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims had
previously found that Vietnam War blue water veterans who had served on ships
off the coast of Vietnam but
had never set foot within the
land borders of Vietnam were
entitled to a presumption of
service connection disability
if they suffer from one of the
listed diseases associated with
Agent Orange exposure.
Also, they had ruled that
the VA’s regulatory interpretation that the veteran needed
to have “set foot within the
land borders of Vietnam”
was unduly restrictive. The
higher Court of Appeals for
the Federal Circuit reversed
and ruled: “We hold that the
agency’s requirement that a
claimant have been present
within the land borders of
Vietnam at some point in the
course of his duty constitutes
a permissible interpretation of
the statute and its implementing regulation, and we therefore reverse the judgment of
the Veterans Court.”
This was a 2-1 decision
with a thoughtful dissent by
Judge Fogel so the Claimant
may attempt to appeal to the
U.S. Supreme Court which
Commander Haas has said
he will do. You can ﬁnd the
full, 57-page decision in the
list of decisions at www.cafc.
uscourts.gov/dailylog.html.
Most likely, VA will now
move quickly to resolve (decide) claims that have been
placed on hold awaiting this
decision. These claims will
almost certainly be denied
unless they can show that
their ship operated within the

inland waterways of Vietnam
or entered port in Vietnam.
While ships logs do not routinely show crewmembers
leaving their ship, they will
show whether the ship entered an inland waterway
(e.g. the Saigon River) or put
into port.
VA will generally concede
the issue if service records
show a veteran was attached
to a ship during the period that
the ship put into port in Vietnam. The negative decision in
the Haas case does not relieve
VA from the responsibility of
making a legally correct decision that discusses all pertinent evidence and the reasons
and bases for the decision.
The VA in their written decision should speciﬁcally address the evidence of service
in or visitation to Vietnam.
They must discuss ships’
movements either shown by
ships’ history or logs.
If the veteran has admitted
never setting foot in Vietnam,
VA must also discuss whether
evidence shows that the ship
operated in the inland waterways of Vietnam. The Haas
decision does not apply if a
claimant has alleged exposure
to herbicides on a direct basis,
such as loading drums of defoliant onboard helicopters or
decontaminating aircraft or
helicopters, VA must discuss
such allegations and resolve
them.
Claimants who are denied have several legal moves
available to them. They can
ask the Court of Appeals to
review the case using all the
judges on the Court. While
the Court may decide to conduct an en banc review, it does
not have to. Failing that, they
could appeal to the Supreme
Court. During any given year
the Supreme Court takes up
only about 1 in 20 cases to
decide.

Send your news to
phlnews@netins.net

Something for Everyone
, May 24
Saturday

Memorial Day

BAKED
CHICKEN DINNER

ODS • OUTLAW HOBBY
• MODIFIEDS • STOCK • B-M
2-MAN CRUISERS
•
RS
FLYE
•
• PURE STOCK

Baked Chicken, Mashed Potatoes & Gravy, Baked Beans,
Coleslaw, Rolls & Butter, Coffee, Milk, Dessert

Track Phone 563-422-6271
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Monday, May 26
11:00 am - 2:00 pm

Serving at the Waukon Vet’s Club
Carryouts Available at 10:30 (568-2530)

on Your
Graduation

Tiffany

Parents:
Dave & Deb
Hartley

2
0
0
8Love You, Grandma McKee

KPVL 89.1 FM

Local news, local event
announcements - free public
service announcements for
your organization.

563-864-7945

www.fridleytheatres.com

VIKING 3

DECORAH

382-4898

ENDS WED, MAY 21
4:20, 7:10, 9:40* PG-13) IRON MAN
*9:40 Time Not Shown Wed

Starts THURSDAY, MAY 22
INDIANA JONES
And The Kingdom Of The Crystal Skull
BE AMONG THE FIRST TO SEE IT!
SPECIAL ADVANCE SHOWING
12:01 A.M. THURSDAY, MAY 22
That’s Midnight Wednesday!

Grassroots
Music

Classic County like
Johnny Cash, Ernest Tubb,
Patsy Cline and Hank Williams Bluegrass from old favorites
like Flatt & Scruggs and new
bands like The Grascals Classic and contemporary folk
music, rockabilly, big band
and more...
... more variety all day long
- from 7 am to 6 pm, Monday
through Friday - we strive to
not repeat any song on
the same day.

HOLIDAY MATINEES
FRI-SAT-SUN & MON, May 23 - 26
Matinees, ALL SEATS $5.00

DAILY: 4:25, 7:10, 9:35
Plus Sat-Sun-Mon At 2:00 PG 13

Then

NOW SHOWING Thru MAY 29

OPEN HOUSE

Bridal Shower
for Kimberly Berns
(Bride Elect of Adam Larson)

Friday, May 23 • 7-9 pm
Turner Memorial Hall, Postville
Bride is registered at Target & ACE Hardware

Walt Disney Pictures & Walden Media Presents

THE CHRONICLES OF

NARNIA: Prince Caspian
DAILY: 4:00, 7:00, 9:45 PG
Plus Sat-Sun-Mon At 1:00
NOW SHOWING Thru MAY 29
WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS

ASHTON KUTCHER Cameron Diaz

Now-Wed: 4:30, 7:20, 9:35
New Times Begin THURSDAY

DAILY: 4:35, 7:20, 9:40
Plus Sat-Sun-Mon At 2:10

PG 13

COMING JUNE 6
KUNG FU PANDA
You Don’t Mess With The ZOHAN

